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Policy Statement

Curriculum Intent

At Weston, we deliver a broad, rich and rigorous curriculum that both meets the needs of Weston
pupils and provides them with the necessary knowledge, skills and understanding to prepare them
for the next stage of their lives and beyond.

Our ambitious curriculum provides a crucial balance between promoting academic success, life skills
such as resilience and hard work as well as well-being and mental health. In this way, pupils are
effectively prepared for life beyond primary school, whichever path they choose to take.

The curriculum, from Reception to Year 6, embraces global learning and celebrates diversity whilst
also making use of our local area, which offers rich opportunities for learning.

The progression of pupils’ knowledge and the sequencing of concepts to ensure that learning is
meaningful, sustained and prepares pupils’ for future learning, is central to the development of our
curriculum.

At Weston, we have a PAN of 38 meaning we can admit up to 38 children per year group. All of the
Reception children are taught by two teachers and an HLTA across a large and engaging
environment. In years 1 to 6, class sizes are restricted to 30 and in order to achieve this, we have
some mixed-age classes. The children in each class are determined by their date of birth. A mixed
age class will typically be comprised of the younger children of one year group and the older children
of the year group below.

Our intent is to maintain our expertise in delivering an effective curriculum to mixed-age classes by
ensuring that every teacher has a thorough understanding of the whole school curriculum. In this
way, they are able to challenge and support the children at a level appropriate to their needs. Our
carefully crafted curriculum is tailored and personalised to suit our mixed age classes and ensure
that every child accesses a progressive and sequentially delivered learning experience across every
subject.

Curriculum Implementation

At Weston, the integrity of each subject is maintained and they are taught as discrete subject areas,
rather than linked thematically. In this way, the knowledge, skills and understanding that pertain to
each subject are taught with clarity and in sequence, with appropriate opportunities for pupils to
practise what they know in order to deepen their understanding.

Every subject has a subject leader who is allocated dedicated time in order to ensure that our
ambitious planned curriculum is the one which is delivered and to further develop each subject. In
this way, we promote a broad and equitable curriculum, where every subject is valued and holds a
secure place in the timetable.

We exploit opportunities to enrich the curriculum with experiences and opportunities that deepen
pupils’ learning, such as visits out of school, visitors to school, using our forest school area and
expertise and making the best use of opportunities within our community such as the church,
allotments and farming industry. Further to this, our curriculum is delivered in ways that create real
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purposes for learning. Examples include writing letters to companies regarding fair trade, performing
in concerts for parents to showcase learned musical skills and curating a gallery of art work.

Underpinning our curriculum are our Secrets of Success. Throughout every day, interweaved into
lessons, playtimes, assemblies and other adult/child interactions, we explicitly teach and reinforce
the attitudes of successful people. Our Secrets of Success are: Try New Things, Work Hard,
Concentrate, Push Yourself, Imagine, Improve, Understand Others and Don’t Give Up. These
attitudes enable children to find success when engaging with our challenging and ambitious
curriculum.

Curriculum Impact

At Weston, all pupils, regardless of their starting points or other potential barriers to learning, aspire
to reach our high expectations in order to achieve their potential across our broad and rich
curriculum. Not only do children make good progress in the core areas of reading, writing and maths,
they find similar success in every other subject. Because our curriculum is delivered in an engaging,
relevant and sequential way, children quickly develop a life-long love of learning and attitudes
towards learning that ensure their success beyond primary school and in ways that transcend formal
education. In this way our curriculum fulfils our vision: Success for all will be desirable, demanded
and achievable and is epitomised by our school motto: Be the best you can be.

Monitoring Curriculum Impact

Pupils’ learning across the curriculum is assessed on a daily basis by teachers, who have expertise in
using discussion, observations and pupils’ work to make decisions about their next steps. This is
checked on a regular basis by subject leaders and the senior leadership team. At the end of each
term, more formal assessment information is collected by the senior leadership team who consider
the progress made by the children in order to inform the effectiveness of the curriculum. Pupils are
expected to make good progress or better and this progress in shared with parents at the end of
every term, including a written report at the end of every school year.

This policy makes reference to The National Curriculum 2014.
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Reception Curriculum
In Reception, we follow the Early Years Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage,
published in March 2014 by the DfE. This Framework specifies the requirement for learning and
development in the Early Years and provides specific areas of learning we must cover in our curriculum.
These areas are:

e Personal, Social and Emotional Development

e Physical Development

e Communication and Language development

e Literacy

e Mathematics

¢ Understanding the World

e Expressive Arts and Design

Free flow play is an important part of the weekly timetable. The amount of time allocated to this
reduces as the year progresses.

English

Our English lessons develop pupils’ spoken language, reading, writing and vocabulary. At Weston we
make opportunities across the curriculum to develop these skills to ensure that pupils are motivated by
English in a meaningful and exciting way. We teach our pupils to speak clearly, to convey their ideas
fluently and confidently and to ask questions. Their vocabulary is developed explicitly and
systematically.

At Weston we are passionate about reading and we endeavour to make sure that all our children
develop a love of reading and that every child leaves us as a reader. Reading is very much at the heart
of our curriculum.

Central to our approach to developing early reading is the teaching of systematic synthetic phonics
using Read, Write, Inc. Daily, discrete high quality teaching alongside effective assessment and tracking
helps us to ensure that children meet the ambitious reading targets that are set for them.

At Weston, we use Pearson Bug Club levelled e-books that are accessible both in school and at home
via tablets and computers. The school supplements this comprehensive, online reading scheme with
several physical reading schemes to support the learning and love of reading. These schemes are
upgraded and added to through regular investment. The children in Reception, years 1 and 2 and
beyond, if necessary, take home books that are aligned with their current phonics learning. This allows
them to read with full independence and to practise their phonics skills. The reading scheme books
may contain phonetically irregular or tricky words and are ideal for children to read aloud to an adult at
home.

All of our classrooms feature bright, stimulating and inviting book corners for children to sit and read in
and we regularly invest in high quality texts for the children as well as taking full advantage of the
Cheshire Educational Library Service, through which we access fiction and non-fiction texts that relate
to current learning across the curriculum. In our inviting book corners you will find children’s
recommendations and reviews of their favourite books. By the time children leave us in Year 6, they
have read a range of literature, from contemporary and classic books by significant authors, to non-
fiction related to the curriculum, to magazines and newspapers.

Guided reading is a daily occurrence throughout the school and in this time children have further
opportunity to engage with high quality texts and show their understanding through a range of
responses such as drama and extended writing opportunities. We also ensure that throughout their
time at school children regularly hear adults reading aloud.

Our reading curriculum is primarily delivered in two ways:
e through guided reading

e through reading-focused lessons
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During these sessions, children are taught the key skills of: retrieval, inference, structure, language
choice, purpose/viewpoint and context. We embed these skills effectively through the consistent use of
the Totally Pawsome Gang — dog characters who represent each comprehension skill.

In each class, children are heard reading individually. In younger classes this occurs more frequently. We
make effective use of adult volunteers who are provided with ‘Reading with an adult’ folders, which help
them to use appropriate questions in order to provide the teacher with accurate feedback.

At every stage of a child's life, reading should be pleasurabie and we believe that time should be devoted
at school and home to 'reading for pleasure'. During curriculum time throughout the week, children have
the opportunity to read books of their own choice, which they take home, read and discuss. This is key
to the development and enjoyment of reading.

Throughout our school, English planning routinely uses high-quality books as a starting point. Using an
excellent text as a basis for learning really engages the children and helps to develop quality writing as
well as stimulating learning in other areas of the curriculum.

We develop writing skills so that our Reception pupils develop the stamina and ability to write simple
statements and sentences. To support children in moving towards independent writing we provide a
wide range of activities including the use of film and imagery, modelled, shared and guided writing, peer
editing and discussion. We use talk for writing to encourage pupils to express their ideas, exchange ideas
and to develop more sophisticated vocabulary. We provide opportunities for writing for purpose and we
encourage pupils to see themselves as authors. We promote the status of written work by providing
opportunities for children’s writing to be published and read by real audiences.

Discrete handwriting and grammar and punctuation sessions are delivered every week through a
sequential approach with further opportunities for these skills to be developed and consolidated within
writing tasks in English lessons and across the wider curriculum.

Drama, speaking and listening are key tools in developing oral skills, growing vocabulary, building
confidence and self- esteem, and as an essential tool in developing imaginative, expressive, and
persuasive spoken and written language. ‘Hot seating’, ‘conscience corridor’ and ‘response in role’
drama techniques are used in English lessons to aid the development of speaking and listening, reading
and writing skills. Imaginative role play is fundamental to developing the whole child across the full
primary age range and our curriculum provides opportunities for children to engage in these activities
regularly as well as to perform to wider audiences through assemblies, plays and activities around key
events.

National Curriculum English Programmes of Study:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes- of-
study/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study

Mathematics

At Weston, we aim for all children to be confident and enthusiastic learners in Mathematics. We provide
a clear, progressive curriculum to stimulate and challenge our pupils, encouraging children to take risks,
learn from misconceptions and apply their learning in a variety of ways.

The National Curriculum outlines that all children should:

e become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, including through varied and frequent
practice with increasingly complex problems over time, so that pupils develop conceptual
understanding and the ability to recall and apply knowledge rapidly and accurately.

e reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry, conjecturing relationships and
generalisations, and developing an argument, justification or proof using mathematical
language.

e solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of routine and non- routine problems
with increasing sophistication, including breaking down problems into a series of simpler steps
and persevering in seeking solutions.

We achieve these National Curriculum expectations through adapting a 'Mastery Approach' to teaching
and learning, supported by our calculations policy, which ensures that every child from Reception to
Year 6 learns maths concepts through a concrete, pictorial, abstract approach. As such, every child has
access to high-quality, stage-appropriate mathematical resources. We base our approach on Power
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Maths, a DFE endorsed maths mastery scheme.

National Curriculum Mathematics Programmes of Study:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-mathematics-
programmes-of-study

Science
Our Science curriculum follows The National Curriculum for Science and aims to ensure that all

pupils:

o develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding through the specific disciplines
of Biology, Chemistry and Physics;

e develop understanding of the nature, processes and methods of Science through different
types of science enquiries that help them to answer scientific questions about the world
around them;

e are equipped with the scientific knowledge required to understand the uses and
implications of Science, today and for the future.

At Weston, we teach science discretely in order to ensure that our ambitious and challenging
knowledge, skills and understanding are delivered effectively and sequentially. We place a great
emphasis on Scientific Enquiry and intend that the children foster an interest in Science beyond the
classroom. We ensure that the acquisition of key scientific knowledge is reinforced through the use
of knowledge organisers in every unit. Each class has a class investigative science book in which the
learning process in this important aspect of the subject is recorded and referred to.

In Reception we start to develop blocks of knowledge and concepts alongside the development of
enquiry skills and the direct teaching of key scientific vocabulary.

National Curriculum Science Programmes of Study:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-science-

programmes-of-study

Art and Design
Our Art Planning follows the National Curriculum and aims to ensure that:

Key Stage 1 pupils are taught:

e to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products

e to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and
imagination

» to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line,
shape, form and space

o about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences
and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own
work;

Key Stage 2 pupils are taught:

e to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with
creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and
design

e to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas

e to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and
sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]
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e about great artists, architects and designers in history.

At Weston, art is taught discretely and knowledge, skills and understanding are planned sequentially
in order to allow children to be successful and develop a love of art and creativity. We use high
quality resources to promote the successful acquisition of skills. Every child has a sketch book which
is used for the development of designs, the practising of skills and the collection of research and
ideas about significant artists and techniques. Each class has a class art book which collates the
journey the class has taken through a unit of art work, with examples from children of each stage of
the journey, completed art work and other records of key art and design learning.

National Curriculum Art Programmes of Study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-art-and-design-
programmes-of-study

Computing

Computing is an essential part of allowing children to learn the necessary knowledge, skills and
understanding for an increasingly technological age. At Weston we have developed a rigorous,
sequential approach to teaching this curriculum, which promotes clear progression

from Foundation Stage through to Year 6 and which maximises our excellent computing
resources.

Qur curriculum covers these six areas, in line with the National Curriculum:
e Programming
¢ Computational thinking
e Creativity
e Computer networks
¢ Communication and collaboration

¢ Productivity

Together with key vocabulary, the sequential units of work incorporate key knowledge and
understanding to ensure preparation for using technology devices safely and responsibly. Units
involve the use of cutting edge and widely available software, which enable children to combine
common office skills with writing algorithms and using logical reasoning for a primary
introduction to computer science. The children’s learning is supported by their access to a variety
of high-quality hardware, including laptops, ipads, cameras and programmable resources, which
is underpinned by a state-of-the-art wireless infrastructure.

National Curriculum Computing Programmes of Study:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-computing-
programmes-of-study

Modern Foreign Language
From Year 3 to Year 6 we teach French to all children. Our approach, which is based on the
ilanguages French scheme, is to make learning a new language fun and many activities are
practical and interactive, with an emphasis on mastering the following by the time children finish
Year 6:

e listen attentively to spoken French and show understanding by joining in and responding

e Explore the patterns and sounds of French through songs and rhymes and link the spelling,
sound and meaning of words
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e Engage in conversations in French

e Speak in sentences, using familiar French vocabulary, phrases and basic language
structures

s Develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are
reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases

e Read carefully and show understanding of French words, phrases and simple writing

e Appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in French

e Broaden their French vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that
are introduced, including through using a dictionary

e Write French phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express
ideas clearly

e Describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing

e Understand basic grammar appropriate to French

As part of our Try New Things Secret of Success approach, children in all year groups have
the opportunity to learn some basic vocabulary from a range of languages to excite their
interest, such as Spanish, German and Mandarin.

National Curriculum Language Programmes of Study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-languages-
progammes-of-study

Music

At Weston, we believe that high quality music education will engage and inspire pupils to develop a
love of music and their talent as musicians, and so increase their self-confidence, creativity and
sense of achievement.

As our pupils progress through our sequential and discretely taught music curriculum, they will
develop a critical engagement with music, allowing them to compose, and to listen with
discrimination to the best in the musical canon.

The national curriculum for music, which our curriculum is aligned with, aims to ensure that all
pupils: perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres,
styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians. They will learn to
sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the
opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately and have the opportunity
to progress to the next level of musical excellence. They will develop, understand and explore how
music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions:
pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations.

At Weston, we use Charanga - a scheme of work that uses a variety of well-known songs to
underpin all the knowledge and skills of the curriculum. We have a thriving Key Stage Two choir
who perform in competitions, festivals and local events throughout the year. We take part in Young
Voices each year, which gives every Key Stage Two child the opportunity to perform as part of a
massed choir at a large venue. We also welcome a range of external agencies who teach our
children a variety of musical instruments, including guitar, piano, violin and DJ decks.

We have an established partnership with Love Music Trust and through this organisation we access
funding to provide instrument tuition for whole year groups on instruments including the violin and
pBuzz.

National Curriculum Music Programmes of Study:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-music-programmes-
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of-study

Physical Education (PE)

Children at Weston enjoy a rich variety of experiences in Physical Education, which promote the
adoption of a lifelong commitment to a healthy, active and enjoyable lifestyle. They are encouraged
to appreciate the importance of a healthy and fit body, and begin to understand those factors that
affect health and fitness.

We provide a broad and rich physical education curriculum, which enables children to plan,
participate in and evaluate work appropriate to their age and their needs, with increasing self-
confidence. The clearly sequenced curriculum, combined with sympathetic and varied teaching
approaches provides stimulating, enjoyable and appropriately challenging learning for all children.

All children enjoy at least two hours of high-quality, taught Physical Education per week. In addition
to this, children in every year group run a Golden Mile at least three times per week.

Further to this, at Weston, we provide high-quality after school sports sessions, paid for by school.
These are offered to all children and following assessment, is sometimes allocated to specifically
targeted children. Children access expert teaching and coaching across and beyond the PE
curriculum, which school staff co-teach as part of their ongoing professional development and to
secure the sustainability of this expert teaching.

We underpin our approach with the use of Amaven. This is a suite of PE tools, the most fundamental
of which is a termly assessment approach which provides teachers with highly accurate information
about the strengths and need of their class and the means to adapt planning accordingly. Other
Amaven activities that are incorporated into the children’s weekly experience include movement,
yoga and mindfulness activities.

Children in every year group are able to take part in an extensive range of competitions and festivals
involving children from other primary schools. These events take place throughout the school year,
and pupils are identified and invited by teachers to ensure that every child has the opportunity to
participate.

PE Programmes of Study:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-physical-education-
programmes-of-study

PSHE, Citizenship and Relationships

PSHE (Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education), is taught directly throughout school,
although some elements are integrated into other aspects of the curriculum. For example, many
aspects of health education are taught through the science and PE curriculums and certain aspects of
tolerance of those who have different beliefs is addressed through our RE curriculum.

Our approach has been designed to ensure that children develop the qualities and attributes they
need to thrive as individuals, family members and members of society. It prepares them to manage
many of the most critical opportunities, challenges and responsibilities they will face growing up in
such rapidly changing and challenging times. It also helps them to connect and apply the knowledge
and understanding they learn in all subjects to practical, real-life situations while helping them to
feel safe and secure enough to fulfil their academic potential.

In our programmes we actively promote British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual
liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs to prepare our
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pupils for life in modern day Britain. Our citizenship lessons enable our pupils to understand the
British democratic process and how to effect peaceful changes in society.

All our year groups have timetabled PSHE time and the curriculum covers these three broad areas:
Relationships, Living in the Wider World and Health and Wellbeing. The children are taught PSHE in
straight-age groups. We also make opportunities to develop the children’s knowledge, skills and
understanding in these areas across the curriculum.

National Curriculum PSHE programmes of Study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/personal-social-health-and-economic-education-

pshe

Statutory Guidance for Relationships Education

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment _dat
a/file/805781/Relationships Education Relationships and Sex Education RSE and Health

Education.pdf

Religious Education

We consider that the main purpose of religious education is to help children to develop an
understanding of themselves and others through an exploration of fundamental questions and the
ways in which the various faiths seek to respond to them. Through RE lessons, the children gain an
insight into the nature of religion and what it means to be religious through an exploration of religious
ideas and practices and related human experience. In teaching RE, we seek to promote the positive
attitudes and personal qualities of enthusiasm, curiosity, reflection, respect and tolerance, which we
consider to be essential for effective learning.

We provide factual information about religions and religious belief and explore themes, which help to
develop sensitivity towards spiritual, moral, social and religious issues. As part of the Locally Agreed
Syllabus, the main focus in Key Stage 1 is Christianity and Judaism. In Key Stage 2 the main focus is
Christianity, Judaism and Islam. The programme of study is based on the beliefs, practices and values
of each of these faiths. RE is taught as a discrete subject and is organised into six half termly units, each
with a specific focus, that build on prior learning.

In the Early Years Foundation Stage, pupils explore themes which deepen their understanding by
playing, talking, observing, planning, questioning, experimenting, testing, repeating, reflecting and
responding to adults and each other. Ways of helping to develop their sensitivity to spiritual, moral and
religious issues are through encouraging:

o self esteem
feeling of responsibility to self and others
a sense of belonging
caring for each other
caring for the environment

At Weston we endeavour to embrace all aspects of an inclusive school and community. In RE we are
committed in giving all our children every opportunity to achieve the highest standards, regardless of
their race, gender, social background, religious background or whether they are looked after, disabled
or have a learning difficulty.

Nevertheless, in accordance with 1988 Education Act, parents have the right to withdraw their children
from religious education. This should be done in consultation with the Headteacher and with regard to
the specific elements of the programme of study from which they should be withdrawn. Provision will
be made for the supervision of such children.
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Religious Education DfE Guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/religious-education-guidance-in-english-schools-non-
statutory-guidance-2010

Design and Technology

The intent of the Design and Technology curriculum here at Weston, is to provide children with the
opportunity to develop skills, knowledge and understanding of designing and making of functional
and appealing products. We allow children to nurture their creativity and innovation through design,
and by exploring the designed and made world in which they live.

Design and Technology helps develop children’s skills through collaborative working and problem-
solving, and knowledge in design, materials, structures, mechanisms, cooking, nutrition and electrical
control. Our children are actively encouraged to think about important issues such as sustainability
and enterprise.

Design and Technology allows our children to reflect on and evaluate their products, its uses and
impacts.

In Early Years, the children develop essential basic skills in Design and Technology skills which
prepares them for their transition into Year 1. This is achieved by the teacher creating a range of
opportunities for the children to carry out Design and Technology related activities across all areas of
learning.

By the end of Early Years, it is expected that the children will be able to:

e Use a variety of construction materials to create own representations

o Build models that require structure and balance

e Explore a variety of tools and realise they can be used for a purpose

e Manipulate materials to achieve a planned effect

e Select own resources for creations and adapt own work when problems arise

e Select tools and techniques needed to shape, assemble and join material.

From Year 1 onwards, the children will engage in three Design and Technology units a year which will

involve them exploring, researching, designing, making, technical knowledge/skills and evaluating.

The units that the children complete in each class have been carefully selected so that all National

Curriculum Expectations are met by the end of KS1 & KS2 in the key areas of: Design, Make, Evaluate,

Technical Knowledge and Cooking & Nutrition. The necessary knowledge and skills are developed

through these carefully planned, progressive and sequential units of work. The aims of Design and

Technology are outlined below:

e To develop imaginative thinking in children and to enable them to talk about what they like and
dislike when designing, making and evaluating products and systems.

e To enable children to talk about how things work, and to draw and model their ideas.

e To encourage children to select appropriate tools and techniques for making a product, whilst
following safe procedures.

e To explore attitudes towards the made world and how we live and work within it.

* To develop an understanding of technological processes and products, their manufacture and
their contribution to our society.
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e To foster enjoyment, satisfaction and purpose in designing and making things.

In all classes, there are children of differing ability. We recognise this fact and provide suitable
learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child.
We achieve this through a range of strategies:

e Setting common tasks that are open-ended and can have a variety of results
e Setting tasks of increasing difficulty where not all children complete all tasks
o Grouping children by ability, and setting different tasks for each group

¢ Providing a range of challenges through the provision of different resources

e Using additional adults to support the work of individual children or small groups

Exploring

The children will explore products linked to their project. They will do this by:
e Taking the product apart and looking at the material/s used to make it.

e Looking at the different features of the product.

e Establishing how the product is constructed.

» Questioning how effective it is in its purpose.

e Discussing what could be done to improve this product.

¢ Producing a list of key vocabulary linked to this product.

Researching
The children will carry out research regarding the product that they are going to make so that they
can use this research to support the design of their product.

Designing

The children will draw/sketch their design and annotate this with information about their design

such as, what features they have included in their design.

During this lesson the children will also answer questions such as:

o  What materials will | need?

e  What tools will | need?

e What technical skills will | need to practise before making the product? (some of these may have
been previously taught skills which need refreshing or be completely new)

Technical knowledge/ skill

The children engage in a practical activity of practising technical knowledge or skill that they will be
required to use when making their product. This may be a new skill or a skill that has been previously
taught but requires more practise.

Making
The children make their product.

Evaluating

The children will not only evaluate the effectiveness of their product but also the skills that they
applied. This will be recorded either individually in their Design and Technology folders or collectively
in the class Design and Technology evidence book.
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Recording/ Evidencing

Each class has an evidence book which, at the start of each Design and Technology lesson, the
evidence book can be used so children can consult and recap on their prior learning, skills and use of
vocabulary. However, if it is the first lesson in the unit, time will be spent looking back at previous
units so that the children can see if there are any previous skills or learning that could be transferred
to this new unit.

Children also have their own Design and Technology folders. This is where their personal work can be
stored, and children can refer to previous learning or design sketches.

Design and Technology Programmes of Study:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-design-and-technology-
programmes-of-study

History

At Weston we teach history as a discrete subject in order to ensure that children move onto high
school with a clear and secure grasp of specific history skills and historical knowledge, including key
vocabulary. Our curriculum is rich in experiences and children go on trips and local visits and we have
visitors into school, in order to deepen and enrich the learning. We use the Cheshire Education
Library Service to access a wide range of fiction and non-fiction texts and relevant artefacts, which
also enhances children’s learning.

Our history curriculum is based on the National Curriculum programmes of study and is structured in
a way that ensures that children develop a clear understanding of Britain’s past and significant
aspects of wider world history. In doing so, we teach the children to think critically, consider
evidence and sources and understand the complexity and diversity of people’s lives and of society
through the ages. We make good use of our local area, which is rich in farming and near a significant
railway town, to enhance historical learning and draw comparisons with other areas.

National Curriculum History Programme of Study:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-history-programmes-

of-study

Geography

Our geography curriculum is taught discretely so that children can develop a clear grasp of geography
knowledge and skills that will form an effective foundation for the next stage in their geography
learning at secondary school. This development of knowledge and skills comes from a rich curriculum
that focusses on human and physical geography, both in Britain and the wider world and on local study
and fieldwork. Our locality offers opportunities to study rivers first-hand and we make use of the River
Weaver in Nantwich to this end. The North Wales coast provides us with the opportunity to conduct
fieldwork into coasts. Crewe and the surrounding area enables us to study the changing use of land and
the impact of the railway and farming on the human and physical geography of the area.

As children progress through this sequential curriculum, they will have rich opportunities to explore,
appreciate and understand the world in which we live and how it has evolved. Geography explores the
relationship between the Earth and its people through the study of place, space and environment. It
contributes to the cultural, social, spiritual and moral life of children as they acquire knowledge of a
range of different cultures and traditions, and learn tolerance and understanding of other people and
environments. Geography is the subject in which pupils learn the skills of understanding a locality and
how and where people fit into its overall structure. Developing geographical skills is essential as
children live in a world that is wide open to them. With opportunities to travel and work in different
cities and countries across the world, pupils need to use efficiently maps, charts and other geographical
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data. The opportunities for the children to carry out geographical enquiry are also valued.

The teaching of geography would be difficult without acknowledging the future of our planet. The
geography curriculum places great importance on the interaction between the physical and the human
environment. Many areas of study give opportunities to make children aware of these effects upon
their surroundings, their own responsibilities and how they can contribute to improving the
environment, however small that contribution might be.

Geography Programmes of Study:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-geography-
programmes-of-study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-history-programmes- of-

study

Enrichment

We are committed to the broadest educational offering, and that means looking beyond the
National Curriculum. A very successful enrichment programme that draws upon a wide range of
adult skills is offered through school trips, visiting specialists and themed days and weeks. The
programme is planned throughout the year but we have an enrichment focus in the summer term
called Try New Things week. Staff have accessed Forest School training and children throughout
the school use the Forest School area to deliver the curriculum.

Trips and Visits

We plan a series of trips each term for each year group. The trips are directly linked to current or
upcoming learning from different parts of the curriculum. For example, work on the Romans and
their impact on Britain may include a trip to Chester, a city rich in Roman heritage, to experience
life as a Roman centurion. Similarly, work on the coasts of Britain may include a trip to Llandudno
in North Wales to conduct fieldwork linked to classroom learning. Our location gives us access to a
church, river and lots of farms and we take advantage of our proximity to Crewe and its rich railway
heritage through our teaching of Victorian Britain.

Children in Years 4 and 6 have opportunities to go on residential visits, which involve outdoor and
adventurous activities.

Our choir and ballroom dance groups perform at a range of concerts, competitions and events
throughout the year at local venues and various high schools in the area. We take every child in Key
Stage Two to perform at Young Voices at Manchester Arena. This is a massed choir event in which
the children perform alongside other schools and world famous artists. Our ballroom dance group
perform in an annual dance show at Crewe’s Lyceum theatre every year.

Every child has the opportunity to represent the school in a sporting competition or festival. Tag
rugby, football, cross-country, indoor and outdoor athletics and netball are some of the events that
we take part in and our intention every year is to enable every child to access a sporting events
such as these.

Workshops and specialists

Each year group will take part in a variety of workshops throughout the academic year. These will
link to their curriculum work or to a whole school theme. We invite visitors with a range of
specialisms from theatre groups who immerse groups and classes in a particular topic, such as
Tudor Britain or Zoolab, who bring animals into school for the children to handle. We have, and
maintain, strong links with the parents and benefit from their wide-ranging skills and experiences.
Lots of parents come in to talk to the children or lead workshops including during our Try New
Things theme week. The Police and Fire and Rescue service come into school to work with children
of all ages on various aspects of safety.
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Themed days and weeks
Every year we have theme weeks, in which every child in the school completes activities or enjoys

experiences related to a common theme. These have included muiti-culturalism, the arts, science,
musical theatre, classic literature and the local area. We also hold an annual Try New Things week
and themed days, which relate to curriculum work such as Victorian day, French day or
investigative science day.

Clubs

A range of age appropriate clubs are offered at lunchtime and after school for EYFS, Key Stage 1
and 2 pupils. Typically these could include sewing, film, philosophy, debate, science, mindfulness,
forest school, choir and ballroom dancing. We use the Sport Premium to provide expert coaching
in a range of diverse sporting after-school clubs for children of all ages. These clubs range from
team sports to other sports such as fencing and boxing. These clubs are open to all but some
children are invited to join through a targeted intervention approach. We offer a lego club on an
invitation only basis, which is designed to support children with low self-esteem or poor
resilience. This is part of our multi-faceted approach to supporting pupils’ emotional wellbeing
and mental health.

Monitoring and Evaluation

The head teacher and SLT will continuously monitor the effectiveness of the curriculum. Feedback
from all stakeholders will be considered. Action points will be agreed and discussed with staff. The
head teacher will include curriculum developments in the termly head teacher’s report to the local
governing board.
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